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Agenda item 1  
Welcome, introduction, and apologies 

 
Edward Mountain MSP welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

He noted MSPs in attendance and apologies received.  

 

It was noted that all participants had been emailed the agenda and the list of attendees and 

that received apologies would be listed in the meeting minutes. It was mentioned that 

speakers’ presentations would be uploaded to the CPG webpage within the RPC website. It 

was confirmed that the meeting would be recorded (no objections to this were received) and 

uploaded to the website. The unapproved minutes from the meeting would be uploaded to 

the CPG on Rural Policy area of the SRUC website. 

 

Group members were encouraged to send the secretariat an email if amendments were 

required in the minutes. The minutes will be formally approved at the next meeting and the 

approved version uploaded to the website thereafter. It was noted that the Secretariat will 

include any action points, links etc. in the meeting minutes. 

 

Agenda item 2  

Approval of minutes and recap of action items 

 
The Secretariat has received notification of one correction required to the minutes. This 

correction will be made and the approved minutes for December uploaded to the CPG 

section of the SRUC website and also sent to the Parliament for uploading the CPG pages 

on the Parliament’s website. 

 

On the basis that this one correction will be made, Edward Mountain MSP motioned to 

approve minutes of the previous meeting. Minutes were approved by Arianne Burgess MSP 

and seconded by Finlay Carson MSP.  

 

Edward Mountain MSP noted that the action from the last meeting was to reflect on the 

conversations, which were wide ranging. He clarified that if attendees would like anything 

raised on the agenda for future meetings, they should tell the Secretariat.  

 

Agenda item 3  

Presentations and discussion 

 
¶ Introduction by Edward Mountain MSP 

o Four short presentations were planned, followed by questions.  

o Presentations would provide perspectives from private, community, and public 

sectors on their efforts to decarbonise rural Scotland. 

o Emphasis was placed on the unique challenges faced by rural Scotland in 

achieving net zero. 
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¶ Catriona Mallows University of the Highlands and Islands    

o Catriona is a research associate at the University of the Highlands and 
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o In terms of structural challenges, for example rural households often face 

higher heating costs, despite being net exporters of renewable energy. 

Average rural household heating costs can be up to four times higher than 

urban counterparts. 

o She stressed the importance of ensuring that the transition to net zero is fair 

and inclusive. 

o Catriona concluded by emphasising that decarbonisation should not be seen 

merely as a technocratic approach to reducing emissions but as an 

opportunity to build a better future across all sectors. 

o She called for an holistic approach that addresses social challenges 

alongside climate goals. 

 

¶ Robert Price from the University of St. Andrews, on decarbonising the whisky sector. 

o Robert is a research fellow at the University of St. Andrews. His work has 

focused on migrating new materials from academic labs to industrial energy 

conversion devices, focusing on fuel cells and electrolyzers. He joined the Isle 

of Raasay Distillery to explore the application of hydrogen technology in 

distillation. 

o He noted that the Scotch Whisky Association website has details on 

decarbonisation, in terms of targets. Robert went through some of the data on 

emissions, noting that it's thought that up to 20% of the sector emissions are 

scope 1 (direct emissions onsite, such as through combustion of a fossil fuel) 

and scope 2 emissions (indirect offsite emissions from required resources like 
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▪ Hydrogen: Deploying water electrolysers and hydrogen storage to 

replace diesel usage. 

▪ High-Temperature Heat Pumps: Exploring the use of heat pumps for 

distillation processes. 

▪ Biofuels:  

¶ If there is an anaerobic digestion plant available, products like 

spent grains could be sent to the plant and biomethane 

returned which can then be combusted in the distillery. This is 

being trialled at Glenrothes with vapour recompression which 

allows you to recycle steam. 

¶ There are also biofuels which could be used in place of fossil 

fuels, such as Greenflame.  

o To summarise, there is plenty of technology available 
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when they realise the person sitting across from them really understands how 

energy is leaving their building and how they can improve their home. And 

secondly, homeowners trust them because they are not there trying to sell 

something. They are there to make sure the right measures are put into the 

home and to meet the objectives of the homeowner and ultimately get to zero 

emissions. 

o This is great for the people who can afford to pay for this service, but we need 

to help the people who can't afford it. And so three years ago, Matthew 

started the retrofit cooperative “the NE Scotland Retrofit Hub”, and quickly 

attracted a board of directors from community leaders in the local area�䐀t
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removing old emissions heavy heating systems, upgrading building fabric and 

decreasing operational reliance on fossil fuel vehicles, which requires both 

the vehicles and the charging infrastructure in a rural area.  

o One challenge has been 
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o A representative from the Ground Source Heat Pump Association supported proposals 

for retrofit implementation at scale. He suggested one option would be to explore the 

potential to replace the current home energy report with a high standard medium-term 

retrofit plan. Another alternative suggested would be to insist that all/a high proportion of 

heat pumps used in the UK are built in the UK (for example, it is required that 70% of 
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None raised 

 

Agenda item 6  
Edward Mountain MSP noted that the next meeting will be in the Autumn after the summer 

Parliamentary recess. Topics may include land reform, with other topics to be identified. The 

Secretariat will send out more information once it is available.  


