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postmortem examination.   Histopathology revealed a 
severe lymphocytic interstitial nephritis with protein casts 
in tubules and protein losing nephropathy was 
considered the most likely explanation for its poor body 
condition.  It was postulated that the nephritis had 
developed secondary to neonatal bacteraemia and it was 
advised to review neonatal colostrum management and 
the ration fed to late gestation cows.   
 
Circulatory system disorders 
A four-year-old Aberdeen Angus cow was found dead 
and submitted for postmortem examination.  Firm fibrous 
adhesions were present between the reticulum and 
diaphragm and between the right middle lung lobe and 
diaphragm.  A thin 10 cm long wire was found within a 
necrotic tract and protruding from the right middle lobe.  
There were also adhesions between the left cranial lung 
lobe and diaphragm, and a firm swelling at this site 
contained a central core of necrosis and fibrin.  A small 
puncture wound was noted in the pericardium overlying a 
larger defect and haemorrhage within the epicardium of 
the right atrium.  The cause of death was likely 
septicaemia secondary to these traumatic lesions but 
cardiac arrythmia could not be excluded. 
 
Skin diseases 
A five-year-old Jersey cross cow was submitted for 
postmortem examination after it became the second dry 
cow to be found dead over a short period of time.  The skin 
over the ventral abdomen was markedly thickened (up to 
9 cm width) from the pubis to the xiphisternum and 
extending onto the left ventral thorax.  Multiple 0.5 to 2 cm 
cavitations were present within the skin and in localised 
areas infection and necrosis extended into the underlying 
muscle.  No wounds or foreign bodies were detected.  
Petechial haemorrhages were found throughout the lung 
parenchyma with occasional areas of similar cavitations in 
the diaphragmatic lobes.  Anaerobic cultures produced 
growths of Bacteroides sp from the lung and Prevotella sp 
from the skin both of which are common isolates from 
areas of tissue necrosis.  Histopathology confirmed 
cellulitis with vascular thrombosis, vasculitis and 
intralesional bacteria found in the skin, spleen, lung, liver 
and kidney.  The origin of the cellulitis was remained 
unknown but historical administration of calcium was 
suggested as a possibility.   
 
SMALL RUMINANTS  
 
Generalised and systemic conditions 
The carcases of four Cheviot mule ewes were submitted 
to investigate ill thrift and death in a group of 660 sheep 
some of which had lost weight post-tupping.  At least four 
had died and several others were ill following a recent 
move onto a stubble field with supplementary 
silage.  Body condition was poor with evidence of 

diarrhoea in two.  Abomasitis and typhlocolitis were 
evident in the fresher carcases and confirmed on 
histopathology.  The distribution of the lesions was typical 
of enteric listeriosis and Listeria m
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Three ewes from a flock of 400 lost condition and 
died.  The fourth, a Suffolk cross, was noticed to be 
leaner than its flock mates around six weeks before it 
was euthanased for investigation of the problem.  It was 
at grass with no supplementary feeding and had 


