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Andrew Barnes   SRUC (Speaker)  

Andrew Heald   Confor  

Andy Dean    Community Action Northumberland (Speaker)  

Anne McNeill    A Heart for Duns Development Trust  

Ariane Burgess MSP   

Ashley Atkins   Office of Edward Mountain MSP  

Carol Langston   SRUC  

David Cameron   Community Land Scotland  

David Gass    Rural Matters  

David Miller    James Hutton Institute   

David Nicholson   Musician  

Davy McCracken   SRUC (Speaker)  

Douglas Scott   Scottish Borders Council  

Emma Harper MSP    Chair and Group Co-convener   

Erin Boyle  

Fiona Mackenzie   University of the Highlands and Islands  

Fiona Simpson   

Hilary Stubbs    MACS  

Jane Atterton    SRUC  

Jim Hume    National Rural Mental Health Forum  

Katy Ewing    Southern Uplands partnership  

Kira McDiarmid   

Lorna Philip    University of Aberdeen  

Luisa Fernanda Riascos Caipe  SAC Consulting   

Marcus Craigie    University of Aberdeen  

Mark Shucksmith   Newcastle University 

Mercedes Villalba MSP  
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Michelle Flynn   SRUC  

Mike Danson   

Rhoda Meek    isleholiday.com (Speaker)  

Ruth McAreavey   University of Newcastle (Speaker)  

Sharon Rice-Jones   Perth and Kinross LEADER  

Silvia de Sousa   

Theona Morrison    Chair, Scottish Rural Action  

Vanessa Halhead    Scottish Rural Action  

William Addey  

 

Apologies 

Ann MacSween  Historic Environment Scotland 
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Agenda item 1   
 
Welcome, introductions and apologies  
 
Emma Harper MSP (chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
She noted the MSPs in attendance and MSP apologies.  
 
Emma Harper MSP asked those who feel comfortable to put into the chat where they 
are located so we can see where people are tuning in from with the idea of pulling 
together a map. The secretariate pulled together a map showing roughly where some 
of the attendees said they were based. 
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It was noted that all participants had been emailed the agenda and the list of attendees 
and that the Rural Policy Centre (RPC) as Secretariat has a note of all apologies 
received and would list them in the meeting minutes as usual. It was mentioned that 
the meeting would be recorded. No objections were raised. 
 
It was reiterated that speakersô presentations would be uploaded to the CPG webpage 
within the RPC website as soon as possible after the meeting along with the 
unapproved minutes.  
 
Group members were encouraged to send the RPC an email if amendments were 
required in the minutes. The minutes will be formally approved at the next meeting in 
September/October. It was noted that the Secretariat will include any action points, 
links etc. in the meeting minutes.  
 

Agenda item 2   
 
Approval of minutes and recap o
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Emma Harper MSP noted that the first speaker Rhoda Meek, needed to leave after 

her presentation to attend an Awards Ceremony as she has been nominated in the 

Top 100 Women in Tourism. The Group wished Rhoda all the best for the ceremony. 

Emma Harper MSP introduced the f

http://isle20.com/
http://isleholiday.com/
http://isledevelop.com/
http://www.ca-north.org.uk/about/staff
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o Andy mentioned that fundamentally there are less people and more 

space bet

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/staff/profile/ruthmcareavey.html
https://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/app/uploads/2022/03/A_Review_of_Rural_Development_Funding_Web-final-1.pdf
https://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/app/uploads/2022/03/A_Review_of_Rural_Development_Funding_Web-final-1.pdf


https://pure.sruc.ac.uk/en/persons/andrew-barnes
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o Andrew explained that policy interventions such as removal of support, 

provision of advice, and education and research engagement can help 

to realise technological or management interventions for example in 

the form of uptake of new technologies or changes in farm planning or 

management.  

o Andrew mentioned that there is an ever-growing list of practices that 

seem to be cost effective (300 measures so far). These measures 

improve productivity but also help to support environmental goals as 

well. He recognised that these may not fit every farm, but that there is 

scope to demonstrate the effectiveness of these measures.  

o Andrew concluded that 

https://www.innovativefarmers.org/news/2020/april/29/farmers-go-for-net-zero-arran/
https://pure.sruc.ac.uk/en/persons/davy-mccracken
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¶ Question raised about whether access to land and land ownership 

limited the ability for people to get involved in agriculture: Ruth 

McAreavey mentioned that in her interviews with refugees there is evidence of 

a great desire to work ype/Foot8rthere is 
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